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[From the Minutes of the ESA Executive Committee Meeting, Oct. 27th–28th, 2006]

This Executive has decided to create a new Committee for External Relations (including the President of ESA National Associations Council) with the intention to enhance ESA engagement towards representing European Sociology in actions and debates over European science policy.

ESA was created as a European network of National Associations of Sociology; ESA needs to implement more actively actions aimed at representing Sociology at the European level, as a specific service that the Association can offer to National Associations and their members. ESA has been among the 40 scientific associations signing the Manifesto of the European Research Council and continues to take part into the network Initiative for Science in Europe aimed at conveying scientists’ views on what would be needed for European research. This Executive recognize that ESA ought to represent the scientific community of Sociology at the European level. ESA has a crucial role to play in promoting a general debate about relevant strategies for Sociology in Europe, consulting the scientific community about priorities and needs for Sociology and creating conditions for common views to take shape. This can be done through the common effort of the ESA Council of National Associations and the newly constituted ESA Research Networks Council, which could promote debate in specific sub-fields.

The new ESA Committee is in charge of organizing such consultation at the broadest level. A yearly meeting of National Associations of Sociology is institutionalised and the ESA RNs Council is identified as a way of including ESA RNs into the consultation. Tasks of the Committee include close communication with Sociology representatives in the ERC and ESF, participation into the activities of ISE network and all similar activities aimed at representing European Sociology at the European level. The Finance Committee decide to open a specific line of expenditure under the name of the ERCommittee to cover travelling and membership fees of international networks.

Giovanna Procacci

ESA President (2005-2007)
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