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[From the Minutes of the ESA Executive Committee Meeting, Oct. 27th–28th, 2006]

This Executive has decided to create a new Committee for Post-graduate Research with the intention to enhance ESA engagement in activities for doctoral and post-doctoral Sociology students throughout Europe. 

In particular, the Executive wants to implement ESA funding of international teaching events. The ESA Student Workshop organized bi-annually as an event of the ESA Bi-annual Conference has been a great success and applications are more and more numerous. The Executive decides that more can be invested by the Association in similar activities, therefore creates an ESA Summer School to be organized on a sociological theme relevant from an European point of view under the same rules than the ESA Student Workshop in years between two ESA Conferences. In this way, ESA will fund each year a major international teaching event for doctoral students and young researchers in Sociology. 

The new Committee is responsible for the organization of the ESA Student Workshop and of the ESA Summer School. Its tasks also include the organization of the ESA Prize for Young Sociologists according to the following rules approved by the Executive. Every second year, in coincidence with the ESA Bi-annual Conference, ESA will attribute a prize to the best (2.000euro) and to the second-best (1.000euro) articles published in the previous 2 years issues of European Societies by young sociologists as sole-authors. Criteria for choosing the best article is quality, and 5 years are requested from the PhD. as definition of “young sociologist”. The Jury selecting articles for the ESA Prize is composed of the members of ESA Post-doctoral Research Committee, plus the vice-president for publications, the General Editor of European Societies and the chief of the Editorial Board; the Jury examine all articles responding to the criteria and select the first and when possible the second best; the Jury provides the Executive with a motivation for the selection. The ESA Prize will be attributed during the opening plenary session at the ESA Conference together with a special Certificate. The winners get free registration to the ESA Conference.
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