FIRST CALL FOR PAPERS
Research network on the Sociology of Consumption

The 6th Conference of the European Sociological Association “Ageing Societies, New Sociology”

September 23-26, 2003

Murcia

Spain

During the last decades, consumption has been a point of reference for generating “new” concepts and categories within sociology, such as lifestyles, reflexivity, cultural boundaries and the significance of self and identity formation. While the study of consumption in classical sociology was regarded as a marginal activity, it has now been brought into the core of theoretical development within sociology. 

At the same time the validity of the key concepts from the sociological classics are questioned. Does the study of consumption demonstrate the inappropriateness of the key concepts of classical sociology? Or conversely: is sociology of consumption ignoring regularities in the workings of a society such as social order, class and social norms?

The research network on sociology of consumption invites you to participate in a lively discourse where new concepts are contrasted to old ones during our conference in Murcia, Spain. 

If you are interested in presenting a paper, you should submit an abstract. Abstracts deadline February 28, 2003. Authors will be notified whether their abstract has been accepted or rejected by April 30, 2003. We will please ask you to submit your abstract in two copies. One copy should be sent to the ESA conference website http://www.um.es/ESA/. You will find a form under Call for abstracts. The other copy should be sent to the coordinator of the research network, Eivind Stø (eivind.sto@sifo.no). 

Please visit the new research network web site at http://www.valt.helsinki.fi/esa/consume.htm
Abstracts should not exceed 250 words. The title should be in capital letters. State author name(s), institutional affiliations, city, country and e-mail addresses. Please note that accepted abstracts will be published in a Programme Book only if the registration fee has been paid by June 15, 2003. Paid registration is a condition of publication.
More information about the conference programme is to be found on the ESA website. 

Very important: All conference registration, accommodation, payment, reservation for post-conference tours and so on has to take place through registration forms on the ESA website.    

