Minutes of the ESA General Assembly, Torun, September 11, 2005

1. Opening. 

About one hundred ESA members participated in the General Assembly. Conference Statistics are given by local organisers: Conference participants have come from 48 countries, among which 874 from Western Europe, 276 from Central-Eastern Europe, and 50 from non-European countries. Of these 1200 participants there are 682 women and 518 men. The largest contingents of participants come from UK, Poland, Germany and Finland, all over one hundred. There are also participants from Brazil, Botswana, Cameroon, India, Taiwan and Zimbabwe.

2. Election of a Chairperson. 

The General Assembly asked JP Roos, outgoing ESA President, to take the chair. 

Agreement on agenda. A ten-point agenda had been prepared; JP Roos proposed the addition of another point, about the Council of national associations. Subsequently the - so modified - agenda was accepted.

3. President's report.

JP Roos went rapidly through his President's report 2003-2005 which had been typed and distributed to participants. He noted that the Executive had decided on one of his proposals in that Report, namely about instituting an ESA prize for a young sociologist: "Young" could be defined as "having defended her/his PhD not more than five years earlier". Thus there would be no age discrimination: any late-starter could compete. The report was approved by the Assembly. 

 4. Treasurer's report. 

The ESA treasurer Elizabeth Ettorre presented the financial report. A balance sheet had been handed out to participants. The report was accepted without discussion. 

5. Report on Publications. 
Giovanna Procacci presented the Report on Publications (distributed to the participants). Main points were : The European Societies is doing well and is presently profitable for the ESA. The book series two books will be published this year and a third is being proposed to the Publishers. There was no discussion.

6. Report of Research Networks.

As Ilona Ostner was ill, Sara Arber gave a short report.  The ESA numbers 24 Research Networks, all active; and 16 Research Streams organised sessions at the Torun Conference, some of which seem well on the way to apply for Research Networks status. Three new Research Networks have been accepted since Murcia.

7. Proposals for Statute changes. 

Five proposals had been handed out to participants. The changes in Article 5 (change "national associations" to "national sociological associations"), Article 8 paragraph 3 (entirely erased), article 8 §6 ("three year term" to "two year term"), and Article 13, merely stylistic, were unanimously approved (precise changes in appendix).

The proposed change in Article 11, which defines the rules for Research Network, was discussed by several participants.  After discussion, one alternative proposal was presented which amounted to giving the Executive the power to deviate from the rule of two terms for coordinators.  In a show of hands, a clear majority supported the Executive’s proposal, which was then unanimously approved.

8. Council of National Associations. 

The Council had met the evening before and had voiced some complaints and recommendations, to be forwarded by the Council's President Capitolina Diaz to the General Assembly. They are the following: 

a) Conference registration fees, which presently include two-year membership, are too high; the Council proposes to distinguish next time between Conference fee and membership fee; 

b) too many scholars who sent an abstracts and are listed in the Conference's programme do not eventually show up; the Council asks that the programme be "combed" from potential no-shows, using the list of participants who have actually paid their dues, just before sending it to printed. This job should preferably be done by Research Network and Stream organisers themselves, and result sent in due time to whoever is in charge of printing the programme; 

c) to write to all European National Sociological Associations, asking them to insert on their own website a link to the ESA website, as well as links to all other European associations; and to suggest them to have one page in say English or French, so that non-native speakers have the possibility to get some information about their Association.

Also the Council of National Associations informs the General Assembly that, following the EC's suggestion, he has nominated/elected a new chair, Daniel Bertaux, President of the French Sociological Association. The Council has asked him to consider organising a mid-term meeting, perhaps along the lines of the ISA similar (and successful) meeting organised in Miami in August 2005.

9. Results of the election of the President  

382 votes have been given, more than in Murcia. The results are :

For President: Giovanna Procacci is elected president of ESA with 202 votes. The other candidates received  between 75 and 32 votes.
10. Results of the election of the Executive

For the Executive Committee, the following persons were elected : 

Pamela Abbott, 181 votes; Patrick Baert, 176; Monika  Kwiecinska-Zdrenka, 163; Tuula Gordon, 133 ; Constanza Tobio, 122 ; Catherine Delcroix, 121;  Lennart Svensson, 119 ; Dagmar  Kutsar, 116; Sara Arber, 107 ; Analia C. Torres, 105; Louis Chauvel 103; Tommi Hoikkala,  96 ; Valeri Mansurov 88 ; Elianne Riska 85. In addition, two persons received the same amount of votes: Sokratis Konordios and Carlo Ruzza, 79.  It was proposed that both Ruzza and Konordios should be considered elected. The General Assembly is the highest deciding body of the ESA and it can make decisions in unclear cases.  The President interpreted the opinion of the General Assembly being such that both Ruzza and Konordios can be accepted.  

The new Executive should confirm this in its first meeting. Also, the Statutes of ESA as posted on the ESA website say that the Executive has 16 members, in addition to the President.

11. Presentation of the next Conference venue. 

Pamela Abbott, who is in charge of organising the next Conference in 2007 in Glasgow, Scotland,  invites everybody to come to Glasgow in 2007.

As no other matter is taken up, the General Assembly is closed.

Reports added as appendixes to these Minutes

Signed

J P Roos

President, ESA 2003-2005

