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ESA Board Meeting, Torun, September, 9th 2005

Report on Research Networks (RNs)

1. Rules and procedures

Research Networks perform essential roles within the ESA. They constitute the main forum for sociological advancement and debate within the various specialist areas within European sociology. Research Networks provide a key role in organising a programme of paper sessions in the biannual ESA conference, and organise other Network activities between conferences. ESA took up Margareta Bertilsson’ (Vice President, Research Network, 2001 – 2003) proposal to lay down rules and procedures for RNs – how to run a RN as well as how to apply for ESA support. The following guidelines
 are intended to assist the work of Research Network Co-ordinators.

Guidelines

(1) Structure and organisation.  

a. Each Research Network should have a Co-ordinator and one or two additional named officer(s), these could be Deputy Co-ordinator(s), and/or Secretary/Treasurer.

b. A Business Meeting should be held at each biannual ESA conference.

c. The Network Co-ordinator and named officers are elected at the Business Meeting held at the biannual ESA conference to serve for a 2 year term.

d. The Network Co-ordinator and named officer(s) should not normally occupy the same position within the Research Network for more than two consecutive terms of two years.  

(2) 
Biannual reports to the ESA

The Research Network must send a report on their activities to the Vice President (Research Networks) every two years. The report should be received within two months of the biannual conference, and include:

(i) A list of the names and contact details of the Co-ordinator and other named officer(s) that were elected at the Business Meeting,  and who were in post over the preceding 2 years.

(ii) A brief report on RN paper sessions and other activities undertaken at the conference. 

(iii) A  brief report on RN activities undertaken over the two years preceding the ESA conference, e.g. any RN midterm conferences or seminars held, publishing or other dissemination activities, number of issues of newsletters produced, etc.


(3)         Activities of RN Co-ordinators relating to the ESA Conference
The Research Network Co-ordinator should develop a programme of paper sessions for each ESA conference. This will involve:

(i) Sending out requests for abstracts, and receiving abstracts.

(ii) Selection of abstracts and notifying acceptance (or not) of abstracts.

(iii) Organising the accepted abstracts into a thematically organised programme of paper sessions, and submitting this RN programme to the Local Conference Organiser.

(iv) Assigning Chairs to each paper session and notifying the Local Conference Organiser.

(v) Liaising with the Local Conference Organiser about all aspects of the RN programme of paper sessions. 

(vi) Keeping in regular contact with papergivers, and trying to ensure that all accepted paper are presented.  NB. It is essential to notify the Local Conference Organiser as soon as possible if any papergiver is unable to attend the conference. 

NB.  RNs are encouraged to organise joint paper sessions with other RNs.  The RN should organise a Business meeting at the ESA Conference. 

(4) Activities of RNs between Conferences
It is recommended that Research Networks develop mechanisms for facilitating continuing contact and intellectual interchange between members of their RN between conferences, for example:

(i) Establishing an email discussion list of Research Network members, and circulating relevant information through the email list. 

(ii) Establishing an RN website, which is linked to the main ESA website

(iii) Establishing an RN Newsletter, which could be a print or email Newsletter

(iv) Organising a midterm RN Conference or Seminar.

(v) Publishing an edited book or Special Issue of a journal, e.g. based on papers presented at an ESA conference or midterm Conference.

(5) Financial support by ESA for Research Network Activities
The ESA Executive Committee has agreed to consider requests for financial support for RN activities (see ESA Newsletter Winter 03/04, p 6):

(i) To support a midterm conference, i.e. which should not be held within 6 months of an ESA conference (maximum e700)

(ii) To support other RN activities, e.g. establishment of website or newsletter (maximum e300).

· To apply for funding, the Research Network should send a proposal (including a budget for the use of the requested funds) to the Vice President (Research Networks). Requests to support an RN midterm conference must be sent at least 6 months prior to a planned conference.  Because of limited ESA funds, not all Research Networks making a request are likely to receive financial support from the ESA between any two ESA conferences.  

· A report on the use of ESA financial support must be included in the biannual RN report to the ESA. This should include a budget showing the use of the ESA financial support, and if any funding is not spent it should be returned to the ESA. 

(6)       Research Networks that are no longer active
Where a Research Network does not organise any paper sessions at an ESA biannual conference without bringing forward good reasons, it will be deemed inactive.  Research Network members will be encouraged to be active at the following ESA conference and to elect a new Co-ordinator and other officer(s).  If a Research Network does not organise any paper sessions for two consecutive ESA conferences, the Research Network will normally be considered to have ceased to exist by the ESA. 

2. RN activities - visible/active and invisible networks

RNs have always differed in the scope and intensity of their activities, also during the years 2004 and 2005. Some networks have been very active, often due to the admirable engagement of their co-ordinators, not only on the European level, but also world-wide in organising activities and taking new initiatives. Active networks are well informed about ESA support and apply for ESA funding for their various activities. ESA supported eight RNs for their mid-term activities – and had to deny support to two RNs (Arts; Theory) due to financial reasons. 

In contrast to Murcia, many RNs seemingly had serious problems in getting enough abstracts – we do not yet know the reason for the reluctant participation. All RNs were regularly informed about the Torun conference and the various procedures and deadlines – in detail in May, October and November 2004. They were also asked to regularly check and use the ESA web-site which has been regularly and promptly updated by René Bekkers. Of course, some RNs may register less activity than others, and hence have difficulties in receiving a sufficient number of abstracts. As Margareta pointed out in her 2003 RN report, “such conference inactivity may also be the result of the fact that activities are going on elsewhere, and that the ESA meeting place is of no big importance any more”. This is the case with RN Social Policy whose members have obviously (as some of us had anticipated from the foundation of ESPA) become more involved in parallel ESPA activities. Unfortunately, the annual ESPA conference – this year in Fribourg, Switzerland, – nearly overlaps the Torun conference. Not many researchers can afford to pay for and / or visit two expensive international conferences. In any case, the “Social Policy” RN teaches ESA that it has to put more effort into elaborating the pecularity of the sociological perspective (e.g. in contrast to approaches from political science) on social issues.       

3. Perspectives for the very next future

While ESA has a broad range of RNs, it could still try harder (1) to establish networks that reflect long-standing core issues of sociology (e.g. “work and organisations”,  “ethnicity, migration”, “historical sociology”, “sociology of law”, “sociology of religion”, “political sociology”, or “urban sociology”, “deviance and social control”) and / or to transform some of the active research streams of the conference into real networks – some of the now existing networks could assume the character of a stream instead. The new guidelines could help such a transformation. At the same time, we should keep in mind – as Margareta already emphasised – that there is an upper limit as to how many research networks a professional organisation can harbour. In any case, we need a fine calibration between persistent core subjects of sociology, pending ones and those proposed by active experts.

Ilona Ostner, August 28, 2005

List of Present Research Networks, RNs “in the making”, and co-ordinators 

(updated August 28, 2005) 

1. Ageing in Europe

Andreas Motel-Klingebiel : Motel@dza.de
Ricca Edmondson : ricca.edmondson@nuigalway.ie
2. Sociology of the Arts

Susanne Janssen 

s.janssen@fhk.eur.nl
3. Biographical Perspectives on European Studies

Robin Humphrey

Robin.Humphrey@newcastle.ac.uk 

4. Sociology of Consumption 

Eivind Stoe

Eivind.Sto@sifo.no
5. Disaster and Social Crisis

Nicholas Petropoulos

erc@otenet.gr
6. Economic Sociology

Sokratis Koniordos

skoni@social.soc.uoc.gr
7. Sociology of Emotions

Jack Barbelet

jmb34@leicester.ac.uk
8. Environment & Society 

Kris van Koppen

Kris.vanKoppen@wur.nl
9. Sociology of Education

Tuula Gordon

Tuula.Gordon@Helsinki.Fi
10. Sociology of Families and Intimate Lives

Karin Wall

Karin.Wall@ics.ul.pt
11. Gender Relations, the Labour Market and the Welfare State (search for new co-ordinator!)

Eva Cyba

eva.cyba@univie.ac.at
12. Globalization (relaunch needed?!)

formerly: Bart van Steenbergen 

B.vanSteenbergen@fss.uu.nl
13. Industrial Relations, Labour Market Institutions and Employment

Franz Traxler

Franz.Traxler@univie.ac.at
14. RENCORE: Methods for Comparative Research on Europe

Peter Ph. Mohler

Director@ZUMA-mannheim.de
15. Mass Media & Communications 

Peter Golding

P.Golding@lboro.ac.uk
16. Medical Sociology and Health Policy 

Ian ShawIan.Shaw@nottingham.ac.uk
17. Sociology of Professions 

Ellen Kuhlmann 

e.kuhlmann@zes.uni-bremen.de
18. Qualitative Methods

Hubert Knoblauch, 

Hubert.Knoblauch@TU-Berlin.de
19. Regional Network on Southern European Societies (still active?)

Gabriella Lazaridis, 

g.lazaridis@leicester.ac.uk
20. Science and Technology

Luisa Oliveira, 

Luisa.oliveira@iscte.pt
21. Social Movements

Chair: Abby Peterson, 

Abby.Peterson@sociology.gu.se
Co-chair: Brian Doherty, 

b.j.a.doherty@pol.keele.ac.uk
Co-chair: Carlo Ruzza, 


Carlo.Ruzza@soc.unitn.it.

22. Sexuality Research

John Vincke

john.vincke@rug.ac.be
23. Social Policy (overlap with ESPA must be discussed with Alan!)
Alan Walker

A.C.Walker@sheffield.ac.uk
24. Social Theory

Patrick Baert

pjnb100@hermes.cam.ac.uk
25. Society and Sports

Ornulf Seippel

Ornulf.Seippel@socialresearch.no
26. Youth and Generation

Jean Charles Lagree

lagree@ext.Jussieu.fr
RN in the making: (applications yet to be sent to ESA!)

1. Sociology of Risk and Uncertainty

Jens Zinn

J.Zinn@kent.ac.uk
2. Political Economy

Jan Drahokoupil : sphdrj@phd.ceu.hu or Drahokoupil@email.cz
Bob Jessop : b.jessop@lancaster.ac.uk
3. Sociology of Culture

Rudi Laermans

Rudi.Laermans@soc.kuleuven.ac.be
� Guidelines agreed by ESA Executive Committee, 22 October 2004. Sara Arber, Ilona Ostner and Tuula Gordon


25th October 2004.





� This is the updated list of RNs – there are still inconsistencies between my list, the web site and the Newsletter – please use this list! 





