Report of the 3rd Interim Meeting of the Sociology of Professions Network on 

“Professions, Social Inclusion and Citizenship”, 

15-17 April 2004, University of Lincoln, UK

The European Sociological Association symposium on "Professions, Social Inclusion and Citizenship" was organised and hosted by Mike Saks at the University of Lincoln in the United Kingdom. The symposium contributed substantially to the discussion of current key societal issues – with the growing unification of European nations reinforcing the significance of the themes of social inclusion and citizenship. These themes, in turn, enabled new challenges for professions and professionalism to be addressed, posing the question of whether radical changes are necessary in the structure and orientation of professional work and institutions.

The symposium highlighted the linkages between social policy, societal demands and transformations in the professions. In so doing, the papers were based on a number of different theoretical approaches and a wide range of professional work – from the medical profession and the military to teachers and developing professional groups in health care and social work. The symposium covered multiple dimensions of exclusion and inclusion – such as class, gender and ethnicity – as well as different actors and fields of action. New approaches and empirical data allowed for more precise analysis of complex and often contradictory developments in this field, and pointed to new areas for research in the sociology of professions. The development of a collaborative European research bid on professions, social inclusion and citizenship was also considered at the symposium.

Some forty delegates from nine different countries contributed to the symposium, at which twenty-eight papers were given. The richness and vibrancy of the discussions reinforced ties between international researchers and furthered the ideas of the network. A more detailed report will be given in the next Newsletter of the Network on Professions that will be distributed electronically in August (http://www.valt.helsinki.fi/esa/profe.htm).

Mike Saks, University of Lincoln, June 2004
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