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The 3rd midterm conference was held in Cardiff, Wales, a wonderful location with nearly perfect weather, excellent and convenient accommodations, and warm people. Some of us learned the history of Cardiff, several of us learned a few Welsh terms (e.g., welcome, automatic door, bus lane) and even more of us learned about fine Welsh beer. We especially thank our local hosts, Paul Atkinson and Cardiff University for arranging the many the social and dining events and for obtaining additional funding. We want, also, to thank Bethan Charles for her remarkable administrative, fiscal, and social skills.
On Monday, September 4th, RN President, Shalva Weil  greeted our group noting special thanks to the key board members who arranged the scientific program: David Silverman, Christoph Maeder and Anne Ryen (RC VP).  She then set an academic tone with a thoughtful discussion of the place of qualitative methods in sociology.

The first plenary was from Cardiff University’s Sara Delamont who offered spirited “Arguments Against Auto-Ethnography.” 
We then divided into workshop sessions – a practice we followed on Tuesday and 

Wednesday.  Over the three days we had workshop sessions on:
Multi-methods/social problems
Researching the internet
Conversational analysis/transcriptions/language
Research ethics/interviews (2 sessions)

Ethnography/writing, (2 sessions) and 

The quality of qualitative research (2 sessions).

After the workshops we were invited down to the restored harbour for a delightful gathering fortified with refreshments and wine. The setting was perfect; a charming old establishment overlooking the bay.  Many of us then strolled around harbour area finding restaurants and cafes.

Tim Rapley gave a powerful and insightful plenary unpacking the myriad embedded elements of “The Interview.”  Rapley also demonstrated the ability to overcome dependence on technology. 
David Silverman met our expectations of fine work and enchanting titles, with “Innumerable inscrutable habits: Remarks on eyeing the unremarkable.”  He found the remarkable in the mundane and the mundane in the remarkable….but his presentation was never mundane. 
Tuesday ended with a formal and extraordinary dinner at Aberdare Hall. 
Wednesday’s first plenary was a bravura presentation by Paul Atkinson, “Rescuing Ethnography.”  He illustrated (enacted?) the excitement of everyday urban life, and then drawing from that presentation and his own work on opera, discussed the importance of hard work in obtaining observations and presenting them to readers.

Clive Seale’s plenary, “Computer-assisted qualitative analysis: The potential of a keyword approach” was an exceptional presentation on the strengths and limitations of software-enabled keyword analysis of 4 datasets. Seale’s framing of the findings and actual presentation of the data illustrated the power of the technique to enhance our understanding and to generate additional hypotheses.

Anne Ryen gave generous thanks to all the participants, a warm invitation to our next gathering in Glasgow, and discussed options for the next midterm conference. 
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